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OF
GILMANTON, N. H



















RICHARD PRICE RICHARD L. SMALL
C. ROLAND OSBORNE
Health Officers
FLORENCE BORDEAU and SELECTMEN
Police Officers
FRANK 0. DOWST, Chief ROLLAND C. HAWKINS
Trustees of Trust Funds
JOHN A. GEDDES, 1958 GEORGE B. ROBERTS, 1959
CAROLINE S. MICK, 1960
Board of Education




EARLE C. CLIFFORD HARRY G. FORSYTH
Auditors
RICHARD L. SMALL C. ROLAND OSBORNE
Trustees of Libraries
RUTH M. STEENSTRA EMMA W. PRICE
RUTH POTTER
Fire Wardens
RICHARD PRICE, Warden Belmont 2152
FRED C. BUCCIARELLI, Deputy Belmont 2011
ROGER WEBSTER, Deputy Belmont 2156
HAROLD T. MITCHELL, Deputy Belmont 2453
RICHARD L. SMALL, Deputy Belmont 2291
CHRISTOPHER ROBERTSON, Deputy Laconia 133-M3
FRED CARLSON, JR., Deputy Pittsfield GE 5-8795
Civil Defense
RICHARD L. SMALL, Director
Budget Committee
Term Expires 1958
HARRY W. BESSE EVERETT CROSCUP
C. ROLAND OSBORNE GEORGE NELSON
Term Expires 1959
JOHN GEDDES AUSTIN BARLOW
HARRY CHAMBERLAIN LAWRENCE SCOVILL
Term Expires 1960
CHARLES LITTLE CHARLES KELLY
RICHARD L. SMALL WM. ROBERTSON
* Resigned Nov. 25, 1957 - Melvin C. Bunker appointed
Selectmens' Letter
A list of more or less important and significant things
that took place in the Town's administration in the year of
1957.
Conference with Mr. Robertson, Representative to Gen-
eral Court, to go over and discuss bills in State Legislature.
Review of Town insurance program to make sure that
all buildings were properly covered for fire insurance.
A very hazardous condition corrected at Sawyer Lake
approach to Route 107.
Tax inventory hearings held as required by law.
Checked legality of fire truck warrant article and vote at
a conference with State Tax Commission.
Crystal Lake Grange made many important gifts to the
Town.
Three Smith Meeting House road signs placed.
Very complete layout plans made of the Sawyer Lake
development, indicating lot numbers, general locations of lots
and roads, sizes of lots and graded assessment rates set.
Power brush for road work, an attachment to Ford
tractors was purchased.
Crystal Lake Dam site surveyed, laid out, and a new deed
prepared for turning over to State.
Loon Pond dam completed.
Plan adopted for applying asphalt and sand to private
driveways on cost basis. Many driveways completed.
Major repair made to Croscup road to prevent pile up of
snow in winter.
Following black-topped highways asphalt sealed : Crystal
Lake, Hall Hill shoulders, Loon Pond Hill, Littles Hill, Mea-
dow Pond Road, approach strips 107 to Dunns road and Clif-
ford road to Guidis.
Six-hundred foot cable safety float installed at Loon Pond
Beach for protection of bathers from boats and skiers.
Conference with the N. H. Public Utilities Commission
on safety at Loon Pond.
Removal of three old rotted maple trees in front of
Academy.
The Board presented the Town's attorney a statement
indicating a stand that the Board had planned to take in order
to hasten action on the Loon Pond Beach ownership case.
Agreements signed for the completion of Old Stage Road.
Investigation of some unsanitary conditions at Loon
Pond.
Insurance taken to cover liability at Town Hall.
Negotiated loans for payments to State for work on Old
Stage Road.
Loon Pond Beach Trial held Sept. 9th and 10th. General
Snow, attorney, handled the case ably for the Town. Chief
claim of the opposition was that the Town had abandoned the
highway as described in the 1815 layout. Judge Johnston
gave his findings in October. Case then went to Judge Grimes
who will hand down a decree.
Town repaired damaged bridge on Rt. 140 at Gilmanton
Iron Works.
Town Garage cement floor completed.
Another short strip of road salt treated, Rt. 107 to Clif-
fords for observation.
Four-H members planted shrubs around Town Hall.
Town highways checked for total mileage to make sure
that Town is getting correct State allowances.
Alma Lathrop Heirs donated wheelchair to Town for the
use of any resident needing it. To be kept at Town Hall.
Approximately V£ mile of town road leading past Gen.
Snow's home asphalt treated. Gen. Snow paid one-half of
the cost.
Highway from Rt. 107 to Gilmanton I. W., four and one-
half miles, black-topped under T. R. A.
A committee of four, including the president, Mr. Reese,
and the secretary, Mr. Chapman, of the Sawyer Lake Im-
provement Assn. called at office of Selectmen for a planned
conference. They requested lower assessments for the de-
velopment in order to encourage more building. It was sug-
gested and arranged that they meet with the Board in April
of 1958, as a better time to cover the matter thoroughly.
Resignation of Harry H. Mudgett was submitted to the
Selectmen on November 9, 1957 to take effect November
25th. While in the office of Selectmen he was an asset to the
Town and we regretted very much to accept his resignation.
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We feel we were fortunate in being able to appoint
Melvin C. Bunker to fill the unexpired term of Mr Mudgett
representing Lower Gilmanton.
T m^e would also like to exPress our appreciation to Fred
L. Thompson, who served the Town faithfully for 18 years






State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Gilmanton in the
County of Belknap in said State, qualified to vote in Town
affairs :
You are hereby notified to meet at Town Hall in said
Gilmanton on Tuesday, the 11th day of March, next at nine
of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following
subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing
year.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to
defray Town Charges for the ensuing year and make
appropriations of the same. ($23,122.50)*
3. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to incur debts for Temporary Loans in anticipation of
taxes.
4. To see if the Town will vote in favor of the laying out
and establishing of a Park within the layout of 1815 of
the Loon Pond Road.
5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of two hundred dollars ($200.00) for Civil De-
fense Organization for the ensuing year, with full real-
ization that should a major emergency be created, more
money will have to be used for said purpose. ($200.00)*
6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500.00)
for the maintenance of the Corner Fire Department.
($1,500.00)*
7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500.-
00) for the maintenance of the Iron Works Fire Depart-
ment. ($1,500.00)*
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To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of twelve thousand dollars for a fire truck for
the use of the Peaked Hill Fire Department. This truck
to be purchased by the Selectmen for The Town of Gil-manton according to the specifications already submit-
ted by the Peaked Hill Fire Department to the Budget
Committee and Selectmen. Four thousand dollars to be
Iff*
H
&r and the balance by lon^ term notes Pay-able $2,000.00 per year for four years. Paympn+- '-
start in 1959. ($12,000.00) *
p t„ ~^ n me Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of two hundred dollars ($200.00) to cooperate
with the State in control of White Pine Blister Rust.
($200.00)*
10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00) for the sup-
port of Town Libraries. ($500.00) *
11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of fifty dollars ($50.00) for the observance of
Memorial Day. ($50.00) *
12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of six thousand five hundred dollars ($6,500-
00) for Summer Maintenance. ($6,500.00)*
13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of seven thousand five hundred dollars ($7,-
500.00) for Winter Maintenance. ($7,500.00) *
14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of three thousand dollars ($3,000.00) for the
purchase of a plow and wing for the Austin-Western
Grader. ($3,000.00)*
15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of four thousand dollars ($4,000.00) for the
payments of Long Term Notes. ($4,000.00) *
16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of one thousand one hundred and twenty-five
dollars and ninety-one cents ($1,125.91) for Town Road
Aid. ($1,125.91)*
17. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00) towards the
support of the Wolfeboro Hospital. ($100.00) *
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18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00) towards the
support of the Laconia Hospital. ($100.00) *
19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00) for
the care of Cemeteries. ($150.00)*
20. Snan trie *.- _. : • qf chapter 171-A of the Revised
Laws relative to playing b,* ttq of B be ad ted in
this Town.
21. To transact any other business that may legally come
before this meeting.
* Amounts approved by the Budget Committee.
Given under our hand and seal, this 15th day of Feb-












Minutes of Town Meeting
March 12, 1957
Meeting called to order by the Moderator at 9:15 a. m.
Warrant read by the Moderator. Ballot Box shown to voters.
Ballots unsealed by the Clerk and given to Ballot Inspectors
for counting-. Voted to close the polls at 8 p. m. Number of
ballots counted, 503.
Polls closed at 8 p. m. and articles in Warrant taken up.
Art. 2 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $18,125.00
to defray Town charges* for the ensuing year.
Art. 3 Voted to authorize the Selectmen to incur debts for
Temporary Loans in anticipation of taxes.
Art. 4 This article in regard to Civil Defense was defeated.
Art. 5 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,500.00
for the maintenance of the Corner Fire Department.
Art. 6 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum $1,200.00
for the maintenance of the Iron Works Fire Department.
Art. 7 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000.00
for the purchase of a Fire Truck by the Selectmen with
the concurrence of the Peaked Hill Fire Department; one
thousand dollars to be raised this year and the balance to
be raised on Long Term Notes, payable in five years ; and
that the legality of this action shall be subject to the favor-
able opinion of the Town Counsel.
Vote—Yes 126 No 5
Art. 8 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $200.00
to cooperate with the State in control of White Pine
Blister Rust.
Art. 9 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $300.00
for the support of Town Libraries.
Art. 10 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $50.00 for
the observance of Memorial Day.
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Art. 11 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,500.00
for Summer Maintenance.
Art. 12 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,000.00
for the sealing of asphalt topped Class V Roads.
Art. 13 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,000.00
for Winter Maintenance.
Art. 14 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,500.00
to cover the deficit of Winter Maintenance.
Art. 15 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000.00
for the payment of Long Term Notes.
Art. 16 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $924.23
for Town Road Aid.
Art. 17 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $100.00
towards the support of the Wolfeboro Hospital.
Art. 18 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $100.00
towards the support of the Laconia Hospital.
Art. 19 Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $150.00
for the care of Cemeteries.
Art. 20 Voted to authorize the Selectmen to raise by bond
sufficient money to complete the Stage Coach Road in the
year 1957 ; the money to be raised as needed in units not
to exceed $10,000.00 each; obtaining as many units as are
necessary to finish the job. The grand total not to exceed
$50,000.00. This bond to be replaced by T. R. A. funds,
and that every practical effort be made to prevent stoppage
after the work is started.
Vote—Yes 134 No 2
Art. 21 In regard to establishing a Planning Board. In-
definitely postponed.
Art. 22 Beano vote on the ballot.
Art. 23
1. Voted that Town Reports be mailed to voters one week
before Town Meeting, and if possible, before the School
Meeting. One report to a family.
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2. Voted that at the next Town Meeting the Selectmen be
prepared to show to the voters their plans for roads,
to be approved by the voters.
Vote—Yes 68 No 15
3. Voted that Town Meetings, Budget Hearings, School
Meetings and all other public meetings and hearings, in
the Town of Gilmanton, pertaining to town affairs be
properly advertised in the Laconia Evening Citizen and
the Pittsfield Valley Times, newspapers serving the
Town of Gilmanton. It shall be the duty of officials in
charge of such meetings and hearings to place said ad-
vertisements ; and all charges for said advertisements
shall be paid from funds controlled by officials calling
such meetings and hearings.
After results of balloting announced, meeting adjourned





For the Town of Gilmanton, New Hampshire
Estimates of Revenue & Expenditures for the Ensuing Year
January 1, 1958 to December 31, 1958
Compared with
Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appropriations and Expendi-





Yr. 1957 Yr. 1957 Yr. 1958
From State:
Interest & Dividends Tax
Savings Bank Tax
Reimb. a/c State &
Federal forest lands
For Fighting Forest Fires
Reimb. a/c Old Age Assistance





Bus. Lie, Permits & Filing Fees
Rent of Town Hall & Other Bldgs.
Int. Received on Taxes & Deposits 500.00
Income from Trust Funds 380.00
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 4,000.00
Sale of Town Property
2,050.92
Appro- Actual Approp.
priations Exp'itures Rec'm'd by
Prev. Yr. Prev. Yr. Bud. Comm..





Damages & Legal Expenses,
incl. Dog Damage
Employees' Ret. & Soc. Sec.
Interest:
On Temporary Loans
On Long Term Notes
Highways & Bridges:
New Equipment


































Cash on Hand Dec. 31, 1957 $ 7,729.74
Cap. Res. Fund, Soldiers Memorial 1,200.00
Taxes Uncollected, Levy 1957 27,272.53
Yield Taxes Uncollected, Levy 1957 1,489.97
Yield Taxes Uncollected, Levy 1956 22.33
Yield Taxes Uncollected, Levy 1954 262.00
Yield Taxes Uncollected, Levy 1953 66.75
Unredeemed Taxes, Levy 1956 1,965.96
Unredeemed Taxes, Levy 1955 802.52
Uncollected Head Taxes, Levy 1957 635.00
Uncollected Head Taxes, Levy 1956 10.00
Statement of Bonded Debt
TOWN OF GILMANTON
Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 1957
Highway Const. Indebtedness Bonds Grader Bonds






Schedule of Town Property
Town Hall, Land and Buildings
Report of Town Clerk
31.
I hereby submit my report for the year ending December
1957.
Dog Licenses:
21 Licenses Paid (1956)
Report of Tax Collector








National Bank Stock Taxes
Levy of 1956
— Dr. —





Poll Taxes Added 12.00
Property Taxes Added 11.80
Interest Collected During- 1957 422.88
Total Debits $28,937.69
— Cr. —




Interest Collected During Year 422.88
Abatements Made During Year 251.50













Amos R. Price, Collector:
National Bank Stock 37.00
1957 Polls 478.00
1957 Head Tax 1,500.00
Head Tax Added 50.00
Timber Yield Tax 962.48
Property Tax 68,647.38





Receipts Other Than Current Revenue:
26. Temporary Loans 40,500.00
27. Long Term Notes 38,000.00
Total Receipts





Gift from Crystal Lake Grange
Refund from Sears Roebuck
Town of Alton, N. H., refund on forest fire
Gilmanton School Dist. for school report
Gen. Conrad Snow, for tarring road
Refunds on tarring drives
John Stockwell, refund on insurance




1. Salaries of Town Officers
Public Welfare :
17. Old Age Assistance
18. Town Poor
Detailed Statement of Payments
Detail #1—Town Officers' Salaries


























George H. Jones $ 2,000.00
Detail #23—Taxes Bought by Town
Amos R. Price, Collector $ 3,124.49
Detail #24—Tax Refunds
Amos R. Price, Collector 160.30
Refund on Head Taxes 255.39
Harold T. Mitchell 100.00
Detail #27—Town Road Aid
$ 515.69
Detail #25—General Reserve




Long Term Notes 347.50
Temporary Loans 495.17
842.67
State of N. H.
Detail #30—Temporary Loans
Farmington National Bank $ 40,500.00
Detail #31—Long Term Notes
Farmington National Bank $ 4,000.00
Detail #32—State and County
N. H. State Treas., Social Security 518.66
State of N. H., 1956 Head Tax 537.50
State of N. H., 1957 Head Tax 1,399.00
State of N. H., Severance Tax 408.76
N. H. State Tax Commission, Tax Books 3.75
Byron Parker, County Treasurer 4,185.96
$ 7,053.63
Detail #33—Precincts
Doris Bowdoin, Treas. 600.00
Florence Bordeau, Treas. 404.27
$ 1,004.27
Detail #34—Schools
Florence M. Durgin, Treas.
Balance of 56-57 Appropriation 25,005.32
Florence M. Durgin, Treas.




Report of the Trust Funds
of the Town of Gilmanton, N. H.
For the Year Ending December 31, 1957
5 <*>
/. Isaiah Robinson $9,500.00 $
II. Smith Meeting House Cemetery
1902 Lawrence Folsom
1903 Theophilus Gilman
1905 John K. Dudley
1905 Joseph Boynton
1906 Jonathan P. Hall
1906 John B. Batchelder
1908 John Grant
1910 Jonathan Brown







1922 Fritz Irving Gale
1923 Albert W. Hill
1923 Alfred Prescott




1927 James C. Ham
1927 Proctor-Potter
1927 Titus S. Dudley
1927 Walter S. Green




1932 A. G. Neal, Swain Lot
1933 James C. Cogswell






V. Beech Grove Cemetery
1925 Clara Bean
1926 Williamson-Beede
1926 Henry F. Nelson
1937 A. H. Caverly
1937 Weeks-Jones
1939 W. S. P. Sanderson
1939 Cyrus Gilman
1939 Horsman-Springer
1941 E. M. Randlett
1955 Albert Wight
VI. Hillside Cemetery
1929 Mary A. Lord
1935 Reed-Moulton
1937 Harriet E. Emerson
1937 Amy L. Edgerly
1937 Asa T. Edgerly
1941 Jennie E. Hardy
1944 S. N. & C. P. Edgerly
1952 Edwin A. Edgerly
1953 Carrie A. Leland
1957 Alma Lathrop for
Augustus Smith




1907 S. G. Coffin
1910 M. E. Piper
1914 L. M. Ham
1915 C. E. Hurd
1916 L. A. Young
1918 Henry Buzzell
1921 Harlan Paige
1922 John P. Hussey
1926 Page-Hurd
1926 Connell-Tibbetts
1926 Lizzie Connell, Gen.
1926 Subscribers Gen.
1927 Olive A. Blake









64 American Tel. & Tel.
28 Boston Edison Co.
33 Chase Manhattan Bank
20 Chesapeake & Ohio R.R. Co. 3.50% pfd. Conv.
37 Consumers Power Co.
50 Duquesne Light Co.
20 First National Stores
24 Guaranty Trust Co.
40 Manufacturers Trust Co.
50 Merchants Fire Assurance Co.
40 Montgomery Ward Co.
27 N. H. Fire Insurance Co.
20 Ohio Edison 3.90% pfd.
20 Rochester Gas & Electric
100 U. S. Fire Insurance Co.
$8300 U. S. Savings Bonds, matured July 1957
Deposited City Savings Bank at 3%
Laconia Savings Bank Acct.—Income
Laconia Savings Bank Acct.—General
Capital Reserve Fund, Bal. on Hand Dec. 31, 1957 $1,418.96
General Reserve Fund




We hereby certify that we have made an examination
of the books and records of the Selectmen, Treasurer, Col-
lector of Taxes, Town Clerk, Road Agents and Trustees of
Trust Funds, for the year ending Dec. 31, 1957. That in our
opinion the accompanying statements of the Town Officers
set forth the financial condition of the Town of Gilmanton









Gilmanton Iron Works Library
Receipts




Cash on Hand, January 1, 1957 $132.30
Received Yearly Appropriation (Oct.) 80.00
Total Receipts $212.30
Payments
Librarian's Salary $ 26.00
Books Purchased 66.45
Postage on Books & Money Order Fees .92
Stamps .45
Total Payments $ 93.82
Cash on Hand, December 31, 1957 118.48
Resources
Number Books on Hand, January 1, 1957 476
Number Books Purchased (Adults) 18
Number Books Purchased




Books Loaned (Adults) 147
Books Loaned (Children & Juvenile) 31
Total 178
Total Number of Borrowers
—
(Adults) 21
(Children & Juveniles) 5
Total 26







Gilmanton Iron Works Precinct
Receipts
Cash on Hand $ 473.99
Farmington Nat'l Bank 1,500.00




White Mt. Power Co. (Street Lighting) $ 408.00
Officers' Salaries 20.00
Sidewalk Construction (Geo. Varney) 1,500.00
Sidewalk Construction 115.00
Interest on Note (6 mos.) 14.36
Winding Clock 12.00
Total Payments $2,069.36






Gilmanton Hills Fire Department
19 5 7
Income:
Balance in Bank, Dec. 31, 1956
Appropriation from Town
Annual Report
Peaked Hill Fire Department
Covering period from Dec. 31, 1956 to August 6, 1957
Income
:
Bank Balance, Dec. 31, 1956 $ 564.80
Petty Cash on Hand, Dec. 31, 1956 2.04
Annual Report
Covering period from Dec. 31, 1956 to August 6, 1957
Work has been started, remaking the station floor to
meet Underwriter's specifications. Old floor will be removed
and a cement floor installed. Hartford and Guidi are the co-
chairmen in charge of this work.
New equipment purchased by the department includes:
16 ft. roof ladder, Siamese, Crow bar, Connectors, Spanner
wrenches, Spanner belts and hose and ladder straps.
The Sirens gave the department 300 ft. of new, much





Peaked Hill Fire Department
July 13th to December 31st,
Report of District Fire Chief
FOREST FIRE PREVENTION IS
EVERYBODY'S BUSINESS
New Hampshire faces a continuing challenge in its
forest fire problem—97 percent of all our forest fires being
man-caused and preventable—a serious indictment of interest
in our own welfare and that of our neighbor. Both the State
and the towns are striving diligently to effectively meet the
challenge through education of the public to the threat fire
presents to our woodlands; by maintaining a well trained
corps of wardens and deputy wardens in every community
and providing ample opportunity for all who wish to dispose
of unwanted waste materials. Careless and perverseness,
however, continue to be the big hurdles.
Thoughtlessly discarded lighted cigars, cigarettes and
matches from moving vehicles, by hikers, hunters and fisher-
men ; careless burning of debris during hazardous periods in
dangerous locations ; illegal burning ; improperly extinguished
debris, camp and cook fires—all result in serious loss of prop-
erty, disruption of industry and farm work and unnecessary
expenditure of town and state funds.
To meet the challenge successfully, the state, your com-
munity and your local forest fire warden need YOUR thought-
ful and cooperative effort. The rules are simple.
1. Don't burn at home - use your town dump and avoid
all fire problems.
2. If you do burn, be sure to secure a written permit
from your local forest fire warden when the ground is
not covered with snow. Permits are required for
open debris fires, home incinerators, outdoor fire
places and camp fires. Your warden is instructed to
permit burning if weather conditions, site and type of
burning are safe.
3. Be sure that all lighted material—cigars, cigarettes
and matches—are completely out before discarding
them. Use ash trays in automobiles.
4. Make certain that your debris, camp and cook fires are
completely out before leaving them.
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5. Insist that others be careful and comply with burning
requirements.
6. Call the warden promptly when fire is detected and
aid him to extinguish it.
REMEMBER—the fire you prevent might be the one which
could burn YOUR property.
REMEMBER FOREST FIRE PREVENTION is EVERY-
BODY'S BUSINESS and our MOST IMPORTANT
UNDERTAKING.








Smith Meeting House Cemetery
Receipts
Jan. 1, Cash on Hand $ 174.22
June 1 Rec'd from Caroline Mick,
Trustee, Interest $100.00
July 20 Rec'd from John Page, Sexton 20.00
Sept. 10 Rec'd from Caroline Mick, Trustee 211.41
Rec'd from Rojbert Whitehouse,
for Perpetual Care of Lot
White Pine Blister Rust Control
Financial Statement




I have been informed that the state nurse for each
county sends a report to the various towns regarding im-
munization clinics, etc., for the town report. Since this is
the end of my first year with the health department, I am
not sure just what information the towns would be interested
in. I have looked at past town reports to get an idea of what
the nurse submitted but apparently no report had been given.
I would think immunization clinics would be of interest.
During the year the State Health Department conducted two





I am planning on holding the third clinic this Spring which
will terminate the State's Polio clinic program in Gilmanton.
I am enclosing my card so that if you would like further
information you will be able to contact me. If there are any
families you feel may need my services I hope you will con-
tact me. I do cover a large territory which necessitates my
going where there is the greatest demand. I feel sure there
are many cases in towns that I could be helping but I just
don't hear about them.
Hoping this report is sufficient, I remain
—
Sincerely yours.
VIRGINIA COMSTOCK, R. N.
Virginia Comstock, P. H. N.
State Department of Health
Belknap County Court House
Laconia, N. H.
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Report on Loon Pond Case
On August 15, 1815, the Selectmen of Gilmanton laid
out a highway in Gilmanton running from the Province Road
to Loon Pond and beyond. The lay-out, which was recorded
in the Town Clerk's office, described a road 3 rods wide from
the Province Road until it struck the bank of the pond, from
which point the lay-out included all the land from a described
line on the southerly side of the road to the water's edge,
until it ran seven rods westerly of the outlec to the pond.
The land owners whose lands were crossed by this road were
paid by the Town Treasurer for the roads crossing their
lands.
In 1904 the then owner of the land bordering on Loon
Pond, subject to the easement of the Town in this Loon Pond
road, purported to convey to Allie C. Jones a tract of land
situated between the road and Loon Pond. In March, 1956,
seven individuals, each claiming title, by subsequent convey-
ances from Jones and his successor in title, Arlington E.
Hartford, brought a bill in equity, in the Superior Court in
Belknap County, against the Town of Gilmanton, praying
that the Court determine the title as between the plaintiffs
and the Town, and that they be awarded damages on account
of the adverse claim of the Town. The case is known as Hart-
ford et als v. Town of Gilmanton.
The dispute was essentially an attempt on the part of
the littoral landowners to prevent the public from using the
beach on Loon Pond. The Town consulted counsel, filed an
answer setting up the lay-out of 1815, and the case came to
trial during the March Term, 1957, before Hon. Francis W.
Johnston, sitting as Master. After two days of trial, Septem-
ber 9 - 10, 1957, the Master filed a report, in which he found
the facts and made rulings of law substantially in accord
with the claims of the Town. While holding that the plain-
tiffs had legal title to the lands described in their deeds, sub-
ject to the public easement created by the lay-out of 1815,
the Master found that the highway, within the borders of
the lay-out of 1815, has not been abandoned, and that the
highway has not been discontinued. The vote of the Town on
March 14, 1956, to discontinue the beach as highway and con-
vert it to recreational purposes as a Town Bathing Beach and
Town Park was held to be void, because the use of a highway
or of a park cannot be restricted to use by residents and sum-
mer residents of the Town and their guests.
The Master granted the Town's request for rulings that
the right of the public to use the Loon Pond Road for high-
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way travel from the Province Road to Loon Pond includes
the right of access from the highway to the public waters of
the Pond at all points at which the highway as laid out in
1815 is contiguous to the water's edge, and that this right
of access includes all purposes for which access to public
waters may be desired, whether to bathe, swim, fish or boat,
and also includes the right to park vehicles in the highway,
so long as highway travel is not obstructed by such parking.
The Town moved for a decree of the Superior Court
based on the Master's Report, and the Court, Grimes J. sit-
ting, rendered a decree on February 4, 1958.
In this decree the Court, after reciting the findings of
fact by the Master, made new rulings of law, which in effect
establish the right of the public to travel over the land cover-
ed by the 1815 lay-out for the purpose of exercising its right
to boat, bathe, fish, fowl, skate or cut ice in the public waters
of the pond, but nevertheless denies the right of the public
to use the shore front for sun-bathing, picknicking, loitering,
ball playing, or other uses associated with parks and play-
grounds. More importantly even, the Court ruled that the
public could not park vehicles within the lay-out even for the
purpose of using the waters of the pond. The Court points
out that if the Town desires to establish a public park in this
area appropriate procedures are available for that purpose
which adequately protect the constitutional rights of the in-
dividual property owners to compensation.
The Town originally consulted Mr. Jewett of Laconia,
who brought in the firm of Nighswander, Lord & Bownes.
Mr. Snow, of that firm, who is Town Counsel, tried the case.
In view of the importance of the case to all persons in
the town who desire to park their cars by the roadside while
exercising their rights in the numerous public waters
of the town, the Town is carrying this case to the
Supreme Court of the State. In the meanwhile, in order that
the Selectmen, if need be, may be authorized to take the
beach by eminent domain, for the purpose of making it a pub-
lic park, an article has been prepared for inclusion in the
Warrant as required by statute.
CONRAD E. SNOW







FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR ENDING
JUNE 30, 1957

Report of the School District









AUSTIN C. BARLOW HOWARD B. OSLER
School Board
SYBIL BRYANT Term Expires 1960
OLIVE BRETT BESSE Term Expires 1959
WILLIAM B. WILKENS, Chm. Term Expires 1958
School Nurse
MARJORIE L. WHEELER Tel. Belmont 3652
Superintendent
GORDON L. FOX
36 Chestnut St., Tilton Tel. Tilton 207
Regular meeting School Board fourth Tuesday




Pursuant to the above warrant a meeting of the School
District of Gilmanton was held at the time and place within
mentioned. The meeting was called to order by the moderator,
Howard Osier and warrant read by the same.
It was voted that the Clerk cast one ballot for Howard
Osier for Moderator. Mr. Osier having majority of votes cast
was declared elected Moderator for ensuing year.
It was voted that the Moderator cast one ballot for Flo-
rence Bordeau for Clerk. Florence Bordeau having majority of
votes cast was declared elected Clerk for ensuing year.
Total number votes cast for School Board for ensuing
three years was 117. Sybil Bryant had 75 and William Dunn
had 42, and Sybil Bryant having a majority of all the votes
cast was declared elected School Board.
The checklist was used for voting.
It was voted that the Clerk cast one ballot for Florence
Durgin for Treasurer. Florence Durgin having majority of
votes cast was declared elected Treasurer for ensuing year.
It was voted that the salaries of School Officers remain
the same as presented in the budget. ($215)
Reports of auditors, agents, committees and officers were
referred to the annual school report to be found in the Town
Report.
It was voted that Howard Osier and Austin Barlow serve
as auditors for ensuing year.
Voted that the district will raise and appropriate fifty-
nine thousand eight hundred fifty-three dollars and eighty
cents ($59,853.80) for the support of schools, for the salaries
of school district officials and agents, and for the payment of
statutory obligations of the district, and to authorize the appli-
cation against said appropriation of such sums as are estimat-
ed to be received from the state foundation aid fund together
with other income ; the School Board to certify to the select-
men the balance between the estimated revenue and the ap-
propriation, which balance is to be raised by taxes by the
town.






State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town of
Gilmanton qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Gilmanton Corner
School in said district on the fourth day of March 1958, at
seven-thirty o'clock in the afternoon, to act upon the follow-
ing subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the en-
suing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of
any other officers or agents of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees,
or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in rela-
tion to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise and
appropriate for the support of schools, for the salaries
of school district officials and agents, and for the pay-
ment of statutory obligations of the district, and to
authorize the application against said appropriation of
such sums as are estimated to be received from the state
foundation aid fund together with other income ; the
school board to certify to the selectmen the balance
between the estimated revenue and the appropriation,
which balance is to be raised by taxes by the town.
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9. To see if the school district will vote to hereafter use
a check-list for the election of its officers, beginning
with the 1959 annual district meeting, and will adopt as
its school check-list the Town check-list, as provided in
RSA 197:12a, as inserted by Laws of 1957, chapter 57.
10. To transact any other business which may legally come
before this meeting.
Given under our hands at said Gilmanton this twenty-
ninth day of January 1958.




A true copy of Warrant—Attest
:





School Budget for 1958-59
Gilmanton School District
Financial Report to State Education Department
Submitted by Gilmanton School Board




1. Salaries of District Officers:
Austin Barlow
Mrs. Eleanor Nelson - Petty Cash 10.00
N. E. Tel. & Tel. Co. 66.87
N. H. School Boards' Association 10.00
N. H. Superintendents' Association 3.00
Supervisory Union Treasurer 189.06





*6. Principals' & Teachers' Salaries:
Beth Bucciarelli, Sub.
12. Fuel or Heat:
Alton Bottled Gas Company
Peter Dutile Company







13. Water, Light, Supplies & Expenses:
Ralph Forsythe 13.00
Goodwin Paper Co. 29.00
Hopkins & Barlow 3.50
Harry A. Howland 24.75
Northern Heating- & Plumbing, Inc. 26.26
Ruth Stockwell 2.20
Roger Webster General Store 13.53
White Mt. Power Co. 422.12
Total









Alton School District 56.70
Belmont School District 2,490.00
Concord Union School District 340.00
Laconia School District 9,578.86
Pittsfield School District 1,160.00
Total 13,625.56
18. Special Activities:






N. H. Dept. of Public Welfare 1.00
N. H. Teachers' Ret. System 1,241.24
Treasurer, State of N. H. 38.40
Treasurer, Supervisory Union 155.88
Total 1,436.52
20. Insurance, Treas. Bonds & Expenses:
Melcher & Prescott Agency 5.00
Ralph H. Moore 612.00
Total 617.00




22. Additions & Improvements to Buildings:




Report of District Treasurer
For Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1957
Receipts
Cash on Hand July 1, 1956
Auditor's Certificate
This is to certify that we have examined the books
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records of the
Treasurer of the School District of Gilmanton of which the
above is a true summary for the fiscal year ending- June 30,






For Year Ending June 30, 1957
Receipts
District General Fund—Appropriation $ 600.00
Other Receipts 3,272.15
Total Receipts $3,872.15
Cash on Hand July 1, 1956 0.00
Grand Total Receipts $3,872.15
Payments
Elementary School Lunch $3,775.91
Total Payments 3,775.91
Cash on Hand June 30, 1957 , 96.24
Grand Total Payments $3,872.15
Cash on Hand July 1, 1957 0.00
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Report of Superintendent of Schools
To the Members of the School Board, Parents and Voters
:
Tuition Rates:
The tuition rates for the 1958-59 school year and the
number of pupils expected to attend are as follows:
School No. Pupils Rate Total
Belmont High School
School Calendar Supervisory Union #59
BELMONT — CANTERBURY — GILFORD
GILMANTON — TILT0N-N0RTHFIELD
Teachers' Workshop, September 2-5, 1958.
State Teachers' Convention, Manchester, N. H., October
16-17, 1958.
Holiday, Tuesday, November 11, 1958, Veterans' Day.
Thanksgiving Vacation - Schools close Wednesday, November
26, 1958, 12:00 Noon.
Schools reopen Monday, December 1, 1958.
Christmas Vacation - Schools close Friday, December 19,
1958, 3:00 P. M.
Schools reopen - Monday, January 5, 1959.
Winter Vacation - Schools close February 20, 1959, 3:00 p. m.
Schools reopen Monday, March 2, 1959.
Spring Institute - April 10, 1959.
Spring Vacation - Schools close Friday, April 24, 1959,
3:00 p. m.
Schools reopen Monday, May 4, 1959.
Schools close June 15, 1959 or earlier or later date to make a
total of 180 days.





Gilmanton Pupils Attending Schools in Other Towns
Belmont High School—Tuition 1957-58 $300
Grade 10
McAdams, Evelyn Olisky. Richard
Grade 11
Lepelley, Mildred Wells, Fred
McAdams, Myrtle
Belmont Elementary School—Tuition 1957-58 $150
Grade 6
Stendor, Jerry
Coe-Brown Northwood Academy—Tuition 1957-58 $354
Grade 10
Chesley, Roberta A.
Concord High School—Tuition 1957-58 $360
Grade 10
Twombly, Sandra Lee
Pittsfield High School—Tuition 1957-58 $300
Grade 9
Riel, Linda Dutton, Helen
Grade 10
Gard, Bruce Riel, Maxine
Grade 11
Aycock, Gayle Pennock, Joy
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1957 Census Report and Projected Enrollments
Grade 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962









The state average for the 1957-1958 school year is $3,723
for elementary teachers. The Gilmanton average is $3,183
for the same year.
Cooperative High School:
Several towns in the area are studying the educational
possibilities of a cooperative high school for Grades 7-12.
It is recommended that a special committee be estab-
lished at the annual district meeting to study this question
with neighboring communities and report its findings to a
future annual meeting. The Inter-Lakes District of Meredith
and Center Harbor and the Oyster River District of Durham,
Madbury and Lee are excellent examples of successful co-
operative districts to improve local education.
A cooperative district might have these advantages:
(1) The Iron Works and Corner Schools would have six
grades with each teacher having two grades.
(2) The State now furnishes 40 per cent of the cost of
the building of the cooperative high school.
(3) Each town would have representation on the school
board which would set the policies, curricula and
general education of the entire district.
(4) Grades 7 and 8 would have arithmetic, science, social
studies, English, spelling, penmanship, general shop,
home economics, guidance, band, and orchestra—all
taught by specialists in each field, with better pre-
paration for high school, college and life.
(5) There are possibilities that heavy enrollments in
present high schools may lead to refusal of accept-
ing outside pupils, and that building programs and
increased school costs may lead in a very few years
to a $500 high school tuition rate.
School Board:
The School Board of Mr. William B. Wilkens, Chairman,
Mrs. Olive Brett Besse, and Mrs. Sybil Bryant deserve com-
mendation for their efforts to improve the educational pro-
gram and facilities of the Gilmanton Schools. The greatest
improvements this year are the installation of an oil burner
at the Corner School, and more and better books and supplies
for the teachers and pupils.
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Appreciation :
May I express my appreciation to the School Board,
Teachers, Parent-Teacher Associations, Custodians, Bus Oper-
ators, Lunch Workers, and all Parents and Citizens for their
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